
 
Deputy Minister 
Room 162, Legislative Building, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada  R3C 0V8 
 
 
October 19, 2021 
 
 
To: Superintendents of School Divisions 
 Principals of Independent Schools 
 
Dear Colleagues: 
 
Re: October 18 testing protocols and data collection request 
 
After weeks of planning and preparation, the provincial Public Health Orders requiring 
vaccination or testing for designated persons, published on September 24, 2021, are now in 
effect. As you know, school divisions and independent schools have a legal obligation to follow 
these orders. 
 
The orders require designated school personnel at all public and independent schools to 
undergo rapid testing if they do not provide proof of full vaccination. Designated employees at 
all public and independent schools who have not provided proof of vaccination to their 
administrator or employer must not attend their workplace unless they have provided a 
negative test result within the past 48 hours. This includes teachers, educational support 
staff, school administration staff, custodial staff, bus drivers, and practicum students, as well as 
volunteers at a school who have direct and ongoing or prolonged contact with students. 
 
An Operations Table, led by the Manitoba School Boards Association (MSBA) in partnership 
with Manitoba Education, school division representatives, and other education stakeholders, 
has been meeting to support the implementation of the new public health orders. This 
Operations Table works within a response planning team, co-chaired with the Manitoba 
Association of School Superintendents (MASS) and Manitoba Education and in partnership with 
education stakeholders, to continue to guide system-level preparedness and response. 
 
Based on data collected as of October 8, 2021, 11 per cent of our education workforce working 
directly with students will be required to undergo testing. Given that many of our students are 
not eligible for vaccination, this highlights an opportunity to offer more protection to our students. 
Through continuing vaccine outreach and promotion, we can protect our students, reduce risk of 
transmission, and keep our schools safe and open. 
 
Manitoba Education will continue to collect system-level data on the implementation of this 
requirement to inform collective planning with other education stakeholders. The Operations 
Table will use data for public schools to track trends, understand issues, and develop plans in 
response to challenges. The Smartsheet form called Mandatory Testing Reporting is to be 
completed and submitted to Manitoba Education on a weekly basis beginning  
October 22, 2021. We will regularly share a summary report with the education sector. 
Manitoba Education will review the data collection process on an ongoing basis in order to 
determine if/how it should continue. 
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https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/orders/_pdf-order.php?ord=2021-10-18
https://web2.gov.mb.ca/laws/orders/_pdf-order.php?ord=2021-10-18
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/app.smartsheet.com/b/form/272f461f2a894d93a4a78f7fbc815cfe__;!!IqQd2s6KUyvHwNLtrw!_voqwRBnrX7YkRYLROOnvUoj2NbewaaZjcWrfK0y6dOsv8JDhmysck38_e-Ca30M9e1AXjY$


 
 
Superintendents of School Divisions 
Principals of Independent Schools 
Page 2  
 
 
To support the implementation of these public health orders, please ensure that your school 
division/school has an adequate supply of tests ordered from Materials Distribution Agency 
(MDA) and that testing protocols in place align with the guidance issued by MSBA, including 
those related to dealing with non-compliance. Also take note of the following: 

• If your school division/school has Abbott Panbio packages with expiration dates of 
October or November 2021, please note that Health Canada has authorized an 
amendment for a shelf life extension of the Abbott Panbio packages for an additional 
12 months. You may continue to use any tests remaining in your possession for one 
year past the expiration date on the package. 

• The BD Veritor test kit does not require a BD Veritor Plus Analyzer for the self-testing 
process. 

• Safe School Funding can be used to cover costs related to the priority areas of health 
and safety, including the requirement to implement this public health order. Hiring staff to 
supervise staff testing would be considered a health and safety measure that can be 
funded using the Safe School Fund per-pupil allocation. 

 
Dr. Brent Roussin, Manitoba’s chief provincial public health officer, has stated that these 
measures are necessary to guard against the Delta variant and a fourth wave of COVID-19, and 
to avoid new public health restrictions and lockdowns. 
 
Thank you for your efforts in following public health measures, and for your ongoing support for 
your school community, which is helping to keep schools safe and open. We appreciate the time 
and work put into meeting the testing requirement, and we thank you for your continued work 
and commitment. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 
Dana Rudy 
Deputy Minister 
Education 
 
 
c.  Manitoba School Boards Association 
 Manitoba Association of School Superintendents 

http://k12rapidtest.ca/

